
AFRICA METHODIST COUNCIL 
REPORT OF THE CONSULTATION HELD AT THE WORLD METHODIST CONFERENCE 

 HILTON AMERICA, HOUSTON AMERICA 
 

The meeting started at 1.35pm with the opening hymn, All Praise to our redeeming Lord. 

The Opening Prayers were offered by the Interim General Secretary. He explained the 

purpose of the gathering which was mainly to gather more support for the establishment of 

the Africa Methodist Council. 

Chairman Opening Speech: The Chairman in his opening speech expressed his gratitude to 

the participants especially those who attended the Heads of churches, he furthermore 

delved into various issues which had plagued the setting up of the AMC, such as the lack of 

continuity from one generation of Church leaders to another, unwillingness of conferences 

to commit resources to the movement. He also traced the history of the effort to form the 

council since 1986 during the World Methodist Council hosted by Methodist Church Kenya. 

The Interim Chairman after his speech invited the Interim General Secretary to give a brief 

report of the Ghana Heads of Churches Summit. 

Interim General Secretaries report on Heads of Churches Summit: 

The Interim General Secretary expressed the appreciation of the Council and referred to his 

write up in the Africa Connect Bulletin starting from the fact that the dream of Africa 

Methodist Council has become a reality when Heads of Methodist Churches across Africa, 

representing Methodist families in the Sub regions received and approved the proposal for 

the formation of Africa Methodist Council at the Heads of Churches Summit which took 

place at the Freeman Christian Centre, Kumasi Ghana from the 14th -19th October 2015. 

The participants at the summit were drawn from the various sub regions of Africa. Southern 

Africa, East Africa, Central Africa and West Africa. We also had in attendance the Executive 

Secretary Africa, Dr Alfiado S. Zunguzza from the General Board of Global Ministries. 

The Heads of Churches Summit made the following appointments 

Interim Chairman: Archbishop Michael Kehinde Stephen, Archbishop of Ibadan, Methodist 

Church Nigeria and also an Officer of World Methodist Council 

Interim General Secretary: Very Rev Opeyemi Awe, a Presbyter of the Methodist Church 

Nigeria and Vice Chairman of the Africa Methodist Youth Movement Governing Council. 

Interim Treasurer: Bishop Dr Kwaku Asamoah-Okyere The Administrative Bishop of 

Methodist Church Ghana. 

Other nominations that were accepted are 

Mrs Bongi Mayo-Bango: Communication Coordinating Secretary from Southern Africa 

Rev Nicolas Mutwiri Nteere Mission and Evangelism Coordinating Secretary from Kenya 



Rev Dr Zabulon Djarra: Coordinating Secretary for Justice, Development, Peace and 

Reconciliation 

Very Rev Dr Paul Boafo: Coordinating Secretary for Wesleyan Studies and leadership 

development 

The Interim General Secretary indicated that the main task ahead is to see that all the 

coordinating secretaries should work together to see to the unity of all Methodist families in 

Africa. All countries were reminded of the need to put in place National Councils that will 

provide the much needed network and cooperation that is required to sustain the Council at 

the continental level. Therefore, in line with this understanding all conferences must move 

with dispatch to establish the National Councils. The Interim General Secretary encouraged 

Heads of Churches of the various Methodist families in each country to reach out to each 

other and make possible the much needed interaction. 

Commitment of Methodist Church Southern Africa:  The Chairman called on the Presiding 

Bishop of Southern Africa, Bishop Ziphosile Siwa to encourage South Africa to make their 

commitment on financial donation known, He responded that a sum of 2000 Dollars have 

been paid on behalf of Methodist Church Southern Africa apart from their commitment to 

assist in the hosting of the website for AMC which will be facilitated through the 

Communications officer of MCSA, Mrs Bongi Mayo-Bango who was also present in the 

meeting. A deadline of December 2016 was given to the Interim General Secretary and the 

Communications Coordinating secretary to accomplish the hosting of the website. 

 

Goodwill message of the General Board of Global Ministries: Dr Alfiado Zunguzza was 

introduced and was invited to address the meeting. He reiterated the commitment of the 

GBGM to the vision of the AMC and he stressed the fact that the relationship must flourish 

to share the vision and our expectations. He furthermore asked the council to do all in its 

powers to make sure that issues were raised and shared from the African perspective 

especially through the website. 

Good will message from the London Church office: DR Bunmi Olayisade also expressed her 

delight to be in the consultation at Houston and raised some issues such as the issue of the 

Africa Methodist Youth Movement General Assembly which was being proposed for 

Southern Africa and the readiness of her office to sponsor some few young people to the 

assembly. Other issues include 

1. The challenge she gave to Dr Alfiado Zunguzza to see to the active participation of 

more United Methodist Church Conferences in the fold of Africa Methodist Council. 

2. The possibility of Ministerial exchange among member churches of AMC across 

Africa. 

3. She expressed the need for AMC to raise thematic issues, like resource sharing, our 

response to drought and long term plans, good universities etc 

The Chairman responded that there shall be consultations at various levels to enhance 

proper theological reflections so that the impact of AMC can be felt in all areas. 



 

The 1st Africa Methodist Council General Assembly/Conference 

The Interim Chairman made a proposal that the AMC assembly should take place in 2018 so 

that members can recover from the WMC expenses. He also proposed that the Methodist 

Churches in Kenya should be the host and he indicated that he has not yet gotten a 

confirmation from the MCK but he promised to expedite action on the request. 

 

General Comments on the way forward: 

A. Bishop of the Free Methodist Church Rwanda pledged his support and that of the 

Free Methodist Church to the vision and Mission of AMC. 

B. Very Rev Professor Konyin Ajayi expressed his delight in seeing the formation of the 

AMC and he passed the following comments 

 That the Council should expedite action on the Country, venue and 

committee that will plan the 1st General Assembly. 

 That AMC should look into the future of Methodism in Africa with greater 

emphasis on the youth and young adults who make up a very large portion of 

the continent. The Challenge he laid before the council is how can we bring 

the youth of Africa to the church. 

 There is the need to look into how AMC can be a central pull of evangelism in 

Europe both for African congregations and also to assist in the revival of 

European Churches. 

C. The Presiding Bishop of the Methodist Church Southern Africa, Bishop Zipho Siwa   

appreciates the initiative and pledged his support.             

 He was also of the view that the 1st Assembly should be put in place quickly so 

that there can be the acceptance of the constitution and officers can be 

empowered to fully assume their offices. 

 He emphasised the need to consider trending issues such as Human trafficking 

which he noted that General Board of Global ministries is already considering 

such issues with the Methodist Church Southern Africa.  

D. The Presiding Bishop, Eglise Protestante Methodiste Du Benin, Bishop Nicodeme 

Alagbada in his contribution encouraged everyone present to see that the unity of 

the Church Is possible and we must all work towards such unity that will bring glory 

to God 

 

Constitution of AMC: The need for the Constitution of the AMC to be made ready as 

soon as possible was raised and it was resolved that Very Rev Konyin Ajayi SAN (Nigeria) 

and some other legal luminaries from other conferences as compiled by the secretariat 

should consider the draft which has been prepared by the Secretariat. 

1ST AMC General Assembly 



The Chairman informed the house that the 1st Assembly host country proposal is Kenya 

and that as soon as possible he will begin the discussions with the Methodist Church 

Kenya. In this vein there is going to be the need for another Heads of Churches Summit 

at a date which will be fixed for 2017. The Chairman agreed to have personal briefings 

with some of the Heads of Churches who were not present at the consultation. 

Deadline for formation of National Councils.  

In a bid to ensure that all Methodist families within each country takes active part in the 

activities of AMC it was resolved that National Councils of AMC be formed in all 

countries in Africa. Such Councils are to be formed latest by the end of February 2017. A 

report of the formation of such councils shall be sent to the Interim General Secretary 

on africamethcouncil@gmail.com. 

Coordinating Secretaries meeting   

In order to set the agenda for 2017 and also to make all the units of AMC function 

effectively, a meeting of the coordinating secretaries is being proposed before the end 

of 2016. The dates will be fixed as soon as possible. 

In Conclusion, the Interim Chairman on behalf of the Interim Executive Committee of the 

AMC thanked the members who attended for sparing the time to share in the vision of 

AMC and solicited that all participants should spread the news and make sure that all 

the promotional items that have been produced by the secretariat should be taken away 

free while the Lapel pins are to be purchased at the sum of 2 dollars each 

The Consultation came to an end at 15.13pm with the closing prayers offered by the 

delegate from the Democratic Republic of Congo.  

 
 
Archbishop  Kehinde Stephen                                                             Very Rev Opeyemi Awe 
   Interim Chairman                                                                               Interim General Secretary 

  

  

 
  

mailto:africamethcouncil@gmail.com

